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How do we receive recorded language, where does the body store memory ?

When I was shopping I was looking for something evolved from 
a desire to research the relationship between somatic and 
sonic articulations of the performing and recorded individual. 
This is the first installment of a collaborative performance project 
between dance and performance artist Stephan Quinci and poet Zoe Darsee.

The symbiosis of movement and audio in the piece melds poetry and 
gesture and resists a division between thinking-language and the 
body. The performing body personifies the text; the text is embodied.

The sonic score, originally a response to a text message, is a layered recording 
of a poetic work written and arranged by Darsee. The poem vocalizes a meditation 
that, through its playback, processes forms of ritual. The voice asserts 
and revises itself, adapting to the choreography of the performing body. 
Narrated actions in the present are interrupted with memories that devolve 
into dissociative mantras. As the voice responds to linguistic triggers and 
queues, the poem becomes a vehicle for the voice to reconstruct a fragmented 
past. The work moves between compulsive structures and articulated confession.

Quinci’s choreographic work is an assemblage of gestural work, fixed choreography, 
improvisational scores, and physical images. The relationship between movement 
and sound establishes an ephemeral landscape. Time and space are defined via the 
physical body and disembodied voice. When I was shopping I was looking for something 
employs fuguist motifs within a triptych structure exploring the relationship 
between the phonetic and the physical. The work investigates normalized notions of 
sonic-somatic memory in three vignettes: mirroring, embodying, and disembodying.

First presented at East of Elsewhere in Berlin for the closing of Nicole J. 
Waller’s textile installation “Constraints Constructed”.  When I was shopping 
I was looking for something provides an additional perspective on the power 
and fragility of normative-identities. In dialogue with Waller’s exhibition and 
its consideration of self-expression as a variable and revisionary narrative, 
Quinci and Darsee reveal the body’s process of progressive entrapment, 
release, and judgement, and its affinity toward habit and repetition.

#orbit
#pantoum
#diffraction
#fugue


