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I CONTAIN MULTITUDES  
Exhibition dates: January 20 - February 22, 2018 
Opening and readings: Saturday, January 20, 12:00 - 21:00 

I.  I  C ON T A I N   M U L T I T U D E S 

East of  Elsewhere’s first group show exhibition borrows its name from Whitman’s Song of  Myself:  

Do I contradict myself ? 
Very well then I contradict myself, 
(I am large, I contain multitudes.) 

Drawing inspiration from this excerpt, East of  Elsewhere invited 11 artists and 9 poets to respond 
to Whitman or simply contribute to the multitude of  its inaugural 2018 exhibition. Intended as 
an affirmative gesture as we enter the New Year, I Contain Multitudes stages encounters between 
diverse paintings, prints, sculptures, drawings and poems. The exhibition will commence with an 
open house with hourly poetry readings. As contributing artists, poets, and East of  Elsewhere’s 
community come together, this inaugural event will activate the exhibition: perhaps sparking 
energy from the friction of  contradiction, perhaps facilitating an experience of  unexpected 
understanding. East of  Elsewhere will publish a curatorial statement in reflection on the 
exhibition.  

II.  T W O   C A L L   O U T S 

East of  Elsewhere is committed to creating an inclusive environment. Please join us as we explore 
the way in which art can be an impetus for meaningful, personal expression and thoughtful 
dialogue.  

Art is a dirty job / artists must eat / paint is pricy etc! The works contributed to I Contain 
Multitudes are for sale. Get in touch to request a price list.  

http://www.eastofelsewhere.org


III. A R T I S T      B I O S 

Alice Irwin (b. 1993, UK) is a London-based artist working in painting, sculpture and 
printmaking. Alice works in layers as a printer and much of  her painting and sculpture is created 
from a printer’s perspective. She is interested in pushing the craft and ‘handmade’ quality of  her 
work into the digital world. Alice explores childhood through her work, aiming to stimulate 
different kinds of  memory. There are recurring motifs in her work: the hand appears as three-
fingered and is a magical totem of  sorts. Alice completed her Bachelor of  Arts at City & Guilds 
of  London Art School and is currently an award-winning RCA Master’s student. She recently 
completed a project-based residency at Griffin Gallery, London in order to experiment with new 
materials. Alice was awarded the Contemporary Art Trust Prize in 2017. 

Arthur Laidlaw (b. 1990, London) is a Berlin-based artist. Arthur began his career in 2009 by 
hitch-hiking through Europe and the Middle East and documenting monuments of  classical 
antiquity as he travelled. Seven years later, these drawings and photographs were the basis for 
Arthur’s 2016 exhibition Razed: Syrian Ruins at London’s Oxo Tower. In 2016, Arthur was named 
‘Young Artist of  the Year’ by the Oxford Art Society. In 2017, Cadogan Contemporary staged an 
acclaimed exhibition of  his recent work, exploring the isolation of  several communities in the 
Himalayan mountains. Arthur is currently completing a programme of  artist residencies in 
Berlin, focusing on the history and landscape of  the city. The early stages of  this ongoing project 
– titled Fassaden – will be exhibited with coGalleries in an solo exhibition opening January 26, 
2018. Arthur read History of  Art at Oxford University before completing a Masters in Fine Art 
at City & Guilds of  London Art School. 

Daniel Vilchis (b. 1990, Mexico City) is a Mexico City-based artist who creates ex-votos. 
Daniel’s father and brothers also make ex-votos. An ex-voto is an offering giving thanks to a saint, 
often for a narrowly avoided disaster. The craft typically depicts the scene in paint on tinplate. 
Ex-votos proliferated in 18th century Mexico and were elevated as an art form when collected by 
Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo. 

Eliza Hopewell (b. 1994, London) is a Lewisham-based artist working primarily in ceramics 
and film. She is known for her hand-painted ceramic plates. Eliza is interested in the interaction 
between gender, youth, and the human condition. She studied painting and printmaking at the 
Glasgow School of  Art (2016) and her work has been featured in Vogue.  

Ivo Morrison (b. 1990, London) is a self-taught London-based artist whose work reflects his 
confusion with the absence of  narrative in contemporary painting. He works in a characteristic 



blue and is interested in forging a place for the excitement of  mystery in contemporary art. He is  
inspired by the likes of  Agatha Christie and Poirot.  

Katie Hammett (b. Devon, 1993) is a Devon-based multi-disciplinary artist, currently working 
primarily in collage. She is motivated by finding unexpected moments of  symbiosis between 
seemingly unrelated images. Katie studied Illustration Animation at the Kingston School of  Art 
in London. She has exhibited work at House of  Vans, Museum of  Futures and Curated by Girls. 

Nessa Finnegan (b. Ireland) is a Dublin and Berlin-based artist who specialises in drawing from 
commercial systems, supplanting socio-political material within her work and using a diverse 
range of  means, including illustration, print making and sculpture. Using humour and tactile 
materials, Nessa’s work explores a wide spectrum of  established gendered roles and rules, as well 
as authority and power. Nessa also works as a designer and workshop facilitator. She received a 
Masters in Fine Arts from the University of  Brighton (2009) and has exhibited widely in Ireland.  

Rose Electra Harris (b. 1991, London) is a London-based artist working predominantly as a 
printmaker. Through etching and screen-printing, Rose explores domestic space, creating 
dreamlike versions of  the space around her. Her work imagines a dialogue between space and the 
objects that occupy it — chandeliers, lemon squeezers, or a freestanding bath. Working with 
intricate patterns and decorative motifs in a vivid palate, Rose’s practice aims to elevate the every 
day. Rose studied at the City and Guilds School of  Art in London, (2012) before completing a 
Printmaking B.A. at the University of  Brighton (2015). She was awarded the University of  
Brighton Printmaker’s Council Prize and a residency at Print Club London. 

Suzanne van Soest (b. 1983, The Hague) is a figurative painter and screen printer based in 
The Hague. Suzanne’s work often takes mute-media form. Suzanne often feels a sense of  erratic 
chaos that she expresses through her brush. Another source of  inspiration is the behaviour, 
character traits, and body postures of  friends or strangers in photographs. The desire to catch 
them on the canvas is her way of  creating order in the arbitrariness of  human action. Suzanne 
studied textiles at the Royal Academy of  Fine Arts. 

Yara Said (b. 1991, Swieda, Syria) is an Amsterdam-based painter. Yara’s work in expressionist 
painting began in 2011, when the war began in her native Syria. She was initially motivated to 
find a mode of  investigating the human condition, the flow of  people’s thoughts and emotions. 
Yara works in acrylic paint, collage art, charcoal and ink. She has participated in several 
workshops and exhibitions in Syria and the Netherlands. She studied painting at the Academy of  
Fine Arts in Damascus and is currently launching a project space in Amsterdam called Studio 
Yalla. 



Wu Chuan-Lun (b. 1985, Taiwan) works in versatile media like computer graphics, 3D printing, 
found material and photography. He is fascinated by the phenomena that blur the boundaries 
between nature and civilization. In particular, his recent work has explored animal figures in 
unusual encounters — such as taxidermy left behind from the Japanese Occupation Era. He is 
also interested in software’s role as both tool and medium, responding to the visual experience of  
our time and investigating the logic of  production. Lun received his MFA at Tainan National 
University of  the Arts (2015) and has exhibited widely in institutions and galleries internationally. 

IV.  P O E T     B I O S 

Annie Kocher (b. 1992, Wisconsin) is a Berlin-based poet who sees poetry as an erotic way of  
living, in which feeling is distilled and prioritized as truth. The many colorful experiences Annie 
lives as a queer person informs their poetic practice. Annie recently released PDA, their debut 
album of  sonic poetry. Annie studied Comparative Literature and Translation at Brown 
University (2014) and works as a doula (birth assistant) 

Celina Dzyacky (b. 1987, Chicago) is a Berlin-based poet, writer, sound producer, and 
philosopher. She is the producer and creator of  RAVE POETICS on 88,4MHz Berlin. She is 
inspired by german romanticism, philosophical discourse, speculative fiction, handwritten letters, 
ontology, dream analysis, dance culture, roberto bolaño, visual poetry, sound in itself, the voice as 
an instrument, john cage, experimental prose, herbalism, the beauty of  language/semantics and 
the problems therein. 

Joseph Minden (b. 1990, London) is a London-based poet whose work has appeared in The 
Rialto and The Lonely Crowd.  Micrographia, a collaboration with composer Laurence Osborn, 
was premiered by The Riot Ensemble in 2016; his first pamphlet, Soft Hans, was published the 
same year. He appears in the videos of  artist Kat Addis. 

Lori-May Orillo (b. Waukegan, Illinois) is a Filipino-American poet born and raised in 
Waukegan, Illinois and based in Chicago.  Her work is transdisciplinary and has been published 
and exhibited in the forms of  poetry, prose, video, sculpture, garments, paintings and drawings.  
She is the founder of  the collective project "True Crime," which hosted SUNSET, an immersive 
poetry and fashion program, of  curated readings and performances adorned in the fashions of  
participating makers, accompanied by installation, life music, video, and the informal "market-
style" sale of  garments, print, and art works -- all in the hour and the light of  sunset. Lori-May 
has most recently worked with Obst / Beautiful Gallery (Chicago) , Land.Gratis (Kansas City) , 
and Sinkhole Projects (Baltimore). Lori-May's work is performative, and she describes it as ignited 



by a fascination with compositional voicing such as in music, exploring hierarchies of  materiality, 
image, text, color, sound, and the globalized psychological registers therein with lyricism, subtlety, 
and cultural play.  She received a BFA from the School of  the Art Institute of  Chicago. 

Nat Marcus (b. 1993, New York City) is a Berlin-based poet, journalist, and dancer. He studied 
poetry and Classical Latin at Oberlin College. Along with Zoe Darsee, Nat is the co-founder and 
editor of  TABLOID Press, a textual platform initiated in 2014. Its activities encompass book 
design, documentation, and poetry workshops, in addition to its role as a press for art and poetry 
publications. TABLOID is intended to stimulate and integrate social environments within poetic 
communities. Nat’s most recent publication on TABLOID is a collection of  poems and images 
titled Spiritual World Tour. His writing has also appeared on Berlin Art Link, Grüppe Magazine, 
Novembre Magazine, and DIS. 

Rob Franklin (b. 1993, Atlanta) is a New York City-based writer and businessman. Rob’s 
upbringing on the East Coast and in the South provides landscape for much of  his work, which 
explores themes of  intimacy, race, and violence. Rob recently finished a script for a short-film 
currently shooting in Lagos, and is working on a Berlin-based novel entitled The Tourist. Rob 
studied Political Science and Poetry at Stanford University. His work has been published in the 
Levinthal Anthology and Fields Magazine.  

Shane Anderson (b. USA) is a Berlin-based writer. Shane is the author of  Soft 
Passer  (Mindmade Books), Études des Gottnarrenmaschinen (Broken Dimanche Press) and Meditasjoner 
over melaniske stråler (Beijing Trondheim Forlag, trans. Mathias R. Samuelsen). Recently, his 
translation of  Ulf  Stolterfoht's The Amme Talks was published by Triple Canopy and reviewed in 
The Paris Review and Hyperallergic. Other poems and texts have appeared in places like 6x6, 
Edit, The Fanzine, der greif, Plinth as well as in Natalie Czech's Il Pleut  series and Matthew 
Barney's The River of  Fundament. He is currently working on a non-fiction book about the Golden 
State Warriors' four core values and their application off  the hardwood court. 

Will Fesperman (b. 1993, Baltimore) is a Baltimore-based poet and translator. He graduated 
from Brown University and currently teaches high school English. Past projects include dystopian 
zoo propaganda and a book-length poem about a hog slaughterhouse in North Carolina.  

Zoe Darsee (b. 1991, USA) is a poet and book designer based in Berlin. Alongside Nat Marcus, 
Zoe is co-founder of  TABLOID press, an interpretive “publishing” house, intended to stimulate 
and integrate social environments within poetic communities. Zoe’s work has appeared 
online, in sound and in print. A few of  her pieces are forthcoming in Prelude Magazine and 
Gramma Poetry in 2018.


